YAMEN RUNNING TO A TOWN OF IGNORANCE

fending one on whom they were already beginning,
in spite of themselves, to look upon as a leader,
they listened to him. It was all sacrilege and non-
sense, but still they listened. Now it was the dis-
trict yamen that came in for abnse.

"Your district yamen is in the city of Sheang
Shan. Well, what does your yamen do for you?
Once a year the yamen runner comes here to Choy
Hung to collect the amount of money which the
district yamen says that you should pay. And
when he has obtained your money, he goes his
way, and you ask nothing from him, and he asks
nothing more from you."

As Wen spoke thus, the crowd of villagers gath-
ered closely about him. He went on:

"The yamen runner does not even speak to you
of any affair, no matter how great its importance,
that has happened in the whole year in your vil-
lage. Tour district yamen and the runner and
the people from the neighboring towns about know
nothing and ask nothing of you and of your town.
Why? Because you are not any better than the
district yamen, for you will not let the district
yamen interfere in your affairs, and the district
yamen will not let you interfere in its affairs. So
there you have a deadlock. They get your money,
and you get nothing for it. A government should
take care of all things for the people, just as the
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